Why choose Seven Hills
for your Middle School student?
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We exceed the performance of our peer schools in proficiency,
growth and progress toward closing the achievement gaps.

As a Minnesota Reward School, we rank among
the highest performing schools in the state.
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We encourage a life-long passion for
knowledge, creativity and debate.
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We instill, teach, and reward the
core values of respect, honesty and integrity.
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CARL SCHLUETER
Executive Director, Upper School

UPPER SCHOOL

Seven Hills Preparatory Academy engages students
in a rigorous Classical education designed to prepare
individual students for strong citizenship and life-long learning.

SCHOOL DISTRICT Under Minnesota
charter school law, Seven Hills Preparatory
Academy is its own school district, or Local
Educational Agency (LEA).
LOCATIONS & BUILDINGS
SHPA maintains two campuses, one in
Bloomington and one in Richfield. For the
2015–2016 academic year, all Kindergarten
classes will be located at the Bloomington
Campus. Beginning in 2016–2017, two
additional sections of Kindergarten will be
added at our Richfield Campus.

Our
Mission

UPPER SCHOOL (Richfield Campus)
1401 West 76th Street
Richfield, MN 55423
Main office: (612) 314-7600

Seven Hills Preparatory Academy engages students
in a Classical education designed to prepare

Just east of the I-35W overpass

We promote and recognize strong character growth
through leadership, volunteerism and team-building.
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We maintain exceptionally high expectations of students,
staff and community, believing that all students have a right
to pursue both academic and personal excellence.
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SCHOOL LEADERSHIP

AUTHORIZER Friends of Education

We provide a caring, structured, small-school environment.
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AT A GLANCE

S EV E N H I L L S P R E PA R AT O RY AC A D E M Y
UPPER
SCHOOL

LOWER SCHOOL (Bloomington Campus)
8600 Bloomington Avenue South
Bloomington, MN 55425
Main office: (952) 426-6000
One mile west of the Mall of America, between
I-494 and Old Shakopee Road

We measurably grow each student's unique
learning abilities in preparation for High School.

We encourage critical thinking, creativity, and appreciation
for beauty through the Core Knowledge curriculum and
liberal arts exploration that educates the whole person.
We place a high value on virtue and citizenship.

SHPA leases space from the Minnesota
School of Business and we are located in
their building complex. This site features 14
classrooms, including a science lab, music and
art rooms, and a testing center as well as an
indoor activities space, an outdoor play area,
and a cafeteria.
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SHPA leases space from Cedar Valley Church
and we are located in their building complex.
This site features access to a gymnasium,
a large atrium, large classrooms, outdoor
playgrounds, and many other amenities.

AWARDS & RANKINGS
REWARDS SCHOOL (2012, 2013, 2014)
SHPA placed in the top 10% of Minnesota
schools. The Dept. of Education bases this
ranking on the MMR results of the MCA
standardized tests.
SCHOOL FINANCE AWARD (2013, 2014)
SHPA received the MN Department of
Education Finance Award.

1401 West 76th Street, Richfield, MN 55423 | Main Office: (612) 314-7600 | www.sevenhillspreparatoryacademy.org

each one for strong citizenship and life-long learning.

Our
Motto
Modestia Philologia.
Fida Civitas.
Disciplined Learning.
Responsible Citizenship.

Seven Hills Preparatory Academy (SHPA) is an award-winning public charter school for students in
Grades K – 8. Founded in 2006, we offer a rigorous, content-rich academic program that nurtures
learning for each student and the healthy development of their personal character. The Lower School
serves Grades K – 5; the Upper School serves Grades 6 – 8. Seven Hills offers instruction through
a Classical Education model. The content of that model is the Core Knowledge Curriculum.
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Classical Education

In a tradition spanning more than two thousand years, Classical Education is a form of learning grounded in the belief
that all knowledge is interrelated and that learning follows the natural process of human growth and development. It is a
systematic, rigorous pattern of study with two purposes.
First, rigorous study develops virtue in the student. According to the philosopher Aristotle, virtue is the ability to act in
accordance to what one knows to be right.
Second, systematic study in the Classical Education model allows the student to join what Mortimer Adler calls the “the
Great Conversation” – the ongoing dialogue of great minds and well educated people down through the ages. Elements of
this great conversation compromise the content of our curriculum.
The Classical Education model of learning is based on these founding principles:
1. Learning is language-focused, accomplished both through written and spoken word.
2. Classical learning has a three-part pattern called the trivium that directly correlates to the natural cognitive
development of children as they grow and mature. As identified by the ancient Greeks, these stages are grammar,
logic (dialectic), and rhetoric.

In Latin, ‘trivium’ means “the place where three roads meet”.
This is how we teach and learn at SHPA.
The GRAMMAR STAGE is the earliest stage in a child’s cognitive development and is characterized by mastering facts.
Students learn and recall information largely through rote memorization, repetition, drill, patterns and practice,
The LOGIC or DIALECTIC STAGE is the reasoning stage of learning and is charcterized by the development of critical
thinking skills. Beginning in Middle School, this stage is the time when natural cognitive development shifts from the
concrete (what is known) to the analytical (what is questioned). In school, an adolescent’s natural tendancy to question
everything is given a structure, and students learn the “art of argument” through debate and forming their own opinions. A
critical component at this stage is modeling how to appropriately question the ideas of others with respect and tolerance.
The RHETORIC STAGE begins in the high school years and continues into young adulthood. Characterized by the
articulation of logic and reasoning, students recall prior knowledge as they begin grasp the meaning of a subject and
examine theory. It is during this stage that they master core subjects, strengthen skills, and progress to more advanced
topics in college-level studies.

Students at SHPA begin Kindergarten at the grammar stage. Logic is introduced during the
latter part of 5th Grade as students begin to grasp more abstract concepts. Learning in the logic
stage is intentionally designed to develop reasoning and critical thinking skills, and promote
personal academic accountability. This stage continues through the 8th Grade.

Curriculum

By precisely outlining the content standards for language
arts and literature, history and geography, mathematics,
science, music, and the visual arts, our curriculum
strengthens the foundations every student needs to know
to reach society’s goals of greater reading comprehension,
the ability to think critically and solve problems, higher test
scores, and responsible citizenship.
By the time our students reach High School, they can
read, think, write and discuss at a very high level, are more
confident in their abilities, and often out-perform their peers
from traditional public schools.
CORE KNOWLEDGE
At SHPA, we use the Core Knowledge Curriculum for
all grades. The twin ideas behind Core Knowledge are 1)
knowledge builds on knowledge; and 2) every well-educated
person shares this common knowledge. The more we know,
the more we are able to learn. This knowledge shared in
common with others is necessary to ensure a sound, fair
and democratic elementary education for every child in
America. A well-trained mind – knowing, understanding,
and sharing the same information – unites us as citizens and
makes all students equal, no matter their background.
LIBERAL ARTS
In Latin, artes liberals – the liberal arts – are the subjects
or skills that classical antiquity considered essential for a
free person to know in order to fully participate in civic
life (in Latin, liberal means “worthy of a free person”). Since
the Middle Ages, western civilization has placed a very high
value on learning these subjects as a means of developing
humanity and intellectual skills, and understanding our
cultural heritage. At SHPA, we study liberal arts and
humanities courses both within the Core Knowledge Scope
and Sequence and on their own as offerings in the Upper
School to educate the whole person.

QUICK FACTS
Seven Hills Preparatory Academy is a public charter
school for Grades K–8 with two campuses, in both
Bloomington and Richfield, Minnesota. We provide daily
instruction in grammar, history, language arts, math,
science, and writing with a four day rotation in art, Latin,
music, and physical education.
ADMISSIONS We accept applications for classes
with student openings and maintain a waiting list
for interested families when enrollment is full. An
admissions lottery is held in February of each year if
the number of applications for admission exceeds our
available openings. Please refer to the school’s website
for specific class enrollment details.
TUITION SHPA is a tuition-free public charter school.
UNIFORMS Though a public school, SHPA students
wear uniforms and we follow a strict clothing policy.
Please refer to the school website for specific uniform
requirements.
LUNCH Seven Hills offers on-site hot lunches for
students every school day.
BUSING There are three main/general routes with
multiple school buses and mega stops that serve the
communities of Burnsville, Bloomington, Richfield, and
South Minneapolis.
DAILY SCHEDULE 8:40 a.m. - 3:40 p.m.
MIDDLE SCHOOL CURRICULUM
CORE SUBJECTS: Language Arts, Mathematics, Science,
and Social Studies
YEARLONG CLASSES: Latin, Phy.Ed, Study Hall
QUARTER CLASSES: Art, Music, Grammar, Trivium
(Logic, Composition, Rhetoric)
EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
Theatre, Band, Choir, Chess, Art/Yearbook
8th Grade CAPSTONE Trip to Washington D.C.
SPORTS Soccer, Basketball,Volleyball

ABOUT MINNESOTA CHARTER SCHOOLS

SCHOOL BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Seven Hills Preparatory Academy is a public charter school authorized by Minnesota law. Charter schools are funded with
public education revenues and are answerable to the Minnesota Department of Education. They operate independently of the
traditional school district in which they are located, serving as its own individual district called a Local Educational Agency
(LEA). Charter schools belong to the Minnesota state system of public education and have an articulated mandate for results.

Seven Hills Preparatory Academy’s Board of Directors is
dedicated to the school’s mission and the success of all SHPA
students. The Board is comprised of parents, teachers and
community members whose diverse backgrounds provide a
broad range of expertise and experience.

Charter schools are governed by an elected Board of Directors that must answer to the Minnesota Department of
Education. They are open to all students and do not charge tuition. They employ licensed teachers, offer services to special
needs students, are accountable for specific academic and non-academic outcomes, and must meet state and federal
standards for testing, academic performance, and financial management. School funding comes from Minnesota general
education revenues. Charter schools are also required to have a sponsor to whom they report and are closely scrutinized by
both state regulators and these sponsors to oversee the school’s accountability efforts and successful performance. SHPA’s
sponsor is The Friends of Education.

The Board’s focus on operations ensures that the school
remains faithful to its charter, mission, and vision. Additionally
the Board is tasked with ensuring the school remains in
compliance with all state and federal statutes regarding school
policies, school operations, and Board procedures.

ADOLESCENT DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS
Student Governance, Honor Council, Advisory Program,
Adler Counseling, Search Institute, AMLE Membership
ACADEMIC INTERVENTIONS
Special Education, English Language Learning
CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT
SHPA uses our Character Pillars to uphold and advance
the process of learning, relating to one another, and
personal responsibility. These are: Honesty, Respect,
Integrity, Compassion, Confidence, Citizenship, Excellence.
Visit our website for our School Report Card and current
demographic information.

